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Foundations of the Salafi Da'wah

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

HIS N A M E A N D  LINEAGE:

He is the noble Shaykh, the FaqTh, the Scholar: Abu 'A bd al- 
Rahm an Abd al-Salam  Ibn Burjis Ibn NasTr A1 Abd al-K arlm .

HIS BIRTH A N D  U PBRING IN G:

He was born in Year 1387H in the city o f  Riyadh, the capital o f  
Saudi A rabia, m ay Allah protect it and all the M uslim  lands 
from every evil.

He was raised in a religious hom e o f  righteousness. In his youth, 
he w as d is tin g u ish e d  and know n for h is in te llig en c e , 
determ ination, diligence and hard-w orking attitude.

HIS EARLY EDUCATION:

He m em orized the Q ur an and began seeking know ledge at the 
age o f  thirteen. His Scholars paid him special attention and 
concern after noticing he possessed extraordinary qualities. 
Since his youth, he w as known for his intelligence, aptitude, and 
strong  desire  to seek and acqu ire  know ledge. T hus, a 
w holesom e environm ent w as put in place, along with his strong 
desire for seeking know ledge. He w as diligent and serious about 
seeking know ledge. He stayed aw ake at night and spent long 
days, and w ent forward, seeking nothing but know ledge. His 
only desire w as the obtainm ent o f  know ledge such that his 
persistence upon his studies was indescribable. This is how 
som eone obtains a trem endous portion o f  Islam ic knowledge.
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He persistently attended the lessons o f  the scholars such that he 
w as able to obtain in his youth the am ount o f  know ledge which 
others are not able to obtain over a long period o f  tim e. He was 
w ell-versed in m any fields o f  know ledge and not ju st in one 
area. He w as versed in hadlth, aqldah, fiqh, usul al-fiqh, 
m ustalah al-hadlth, and the A rabic language.

Som e o f  those w ho knew the Shaykh m entioned that he 
m em orized various texts by heart. A m ong them:

Bulug al-M aram  by Ibn H ajr [d. 852H]
Zad al-M ustaqni by al-HajjawT [d. 968H]
A l-Q asidah al-N uniyyah by Ibn al-Q ayyim  [d. 7 5 1H] 
A l-A l'fiyyah  fi al-N ahw  by Ibn M alik [d. 672H ] -  $£*§£££

HIS STUDIES:

The Shaykh acquired his education in the city o f  Riyadh. A fter 
his prim ary level studies, he jo ined  an educational institute 
under the auspices o f  Imam M uham m ad Ibn S a 'u d  University. 
A fterw ard, he m oved on to the C ollege o f  Shari ah at the sam e 
University and graduated in 141 OH.

He then jo ined  the H igher Institute for Judicial Education and 
com pleted his M asters there. The title o f  his M asters thesis was: 
al-TawthTq bil 'U qud fil Fiqh al-IslamT.

He obtained his D octorate degree in 1422H. For his thesis, he 
participated w ith others in the verification o f  the book: al- 
F aw a’id M untakhabat Sharh A khsar al-M ukhtasarat by Shaykh 
Uthm an Ibn Jam i' [d. 1240H].
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HIS TEACHERS:

1. The great scholar, the Imam o f  Ahl al-Sunnah w al-Jam a ah 
during his era: Shaykh Abd a l-A z Iz  Ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn Baz 

[d. 1420H]. (fito si)

2. The scholar o f  Fiqh and Usui, M uham m ad Ibn Salih Ibn

Uthaym ln [d. 1421H ].

3. The noble scholar: Shaykh Ahm ad Ibn Yahya al-NajmT [d. 

1429H],

4. The great scholar and M uhaddith, Abd Allah Ibn M uham m ad 

al-D uw aysh [d. 1409H] He studied under him during

his scheduled school breaks in Buraydah.

5. The noble scholar: Shaykh Salih Ibn Abd al-Rahm an al- 
A tram in the College o f  Shari ah o f  the Imam M uham m ad Ibn 
S a’ud University.

6. The noble Shaykh Fahd al-H um ayn, ( i i f e ;). He studied 

tawhld and fiqh with him.

7. The noble scholar o f  Fiqh and Usui, Abd Allah Ibn Abd al- 
Rahman Ibn Gudayyan, whom  he studied under while in the 
H igher Institute o f  Judicial Education.

H IS P O S IT IO N S :

He was appointed a Judge in the M inistry o f  Justice, but he 
asked to be excused from this position. A fter much difficulty, he 
was finally granted his request. He was then nom inated to work
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in the Bureau o f  C om plaints and Injustices in the city o f  Jeddah. 
However, he only rem ained in that position for one w eek as he 
w anted to absolve h im self from  it.

He returned to Riyadh as a lecturer for the H igher Institute o f  
Judicial Education. He then becam e an assistant professor after 
receiving his D octorate and he rem ained in this position until 
his passing. May A llah have m ercy upon him; and m ay Allah 
place all that he put forw ard on his scale o f  good deeds on the 
Day o f  Judgm ent.

SO M E  O F  H IS  W O R K S :1

1. A l-H u jja j a l-Q a w w iy y a h  a la  an n a  W a sa ’il a l -D a 'w a h  
TawqTfiyyah (Strong Proofs that the M eans o f  D a w a h  are 
Based on Revelation).

2. M u a m a la t al-H ukam  ff Daw al-K itab w al-Sunnah (Interacting 
with Rulers in Light o f  the Q u r’an and Sunnah).

3. M inhaj Ahl al-H aqq w al-Ittiba’ (The M ethodology o f  the People 
o f  Truth and the Follow ers o f  the Sunnah).

4. AI-AhadTth al-N abaw iyyah ft Tham m i al- 'U nsu riyyah  al- 
Ja h iliy y a h  (P ro p h e tic  A h ad ith  on the  C e n su re  o f  the 
N ationalism  o f  the Days o f  Ignorance -  introduction by Shaykh 
Salih al-Faw zan).

5. A l-E lam  bi b a ’d A hkam  al-Salam  (A N otification o f  Som e o f  
the Rulings on G reeting w ith Salam  (sm all booklet).

6. A l-A m r bi Luzum  Jam a 'ah  al-M uslim ln wa Im am ihim  w a al- 
TahthTr min M ufaraqatihim  (The O bligation o f  Sticking to the

1 T ra n s la to r’s note : T h is  is a  sm all list o f  th e  Shaykh’s b o o k s  ta k en  from  h is w ebsite . T he 

Shaykh w ro te  ov er th ir ty  b ooks an d  verified  o v e r tw enty .
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Unified Body o f  M uslim s and Their Imam and a Warning 
against Splitting from Them).

7. T qaf al-Nabll alaa Hukm al-TamthTl (A lerting the Noble 
Person on the Ruling o f  Plays)

H IS D E A T H :

Shaykh Abd al-Salam  Ibn Burjis passed aw ay at the

age o f  38, on Friday, the 12th o f  Safar, 1425H (2004 CE). He 
was killed on his return from Riyadh when the car he was in hit 
a camel.
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IN T R O D U C T IO N

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His assistance, 
and ask His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil o f  our 
own souls and the evil results o f  our m isdeeds. W hoever Allah has 
guided, none can m isguide; and w hoever is m isguided none can 
guide.

1 bear witness that none has the right to be w orshiped except 
Allah alone, w ithout any partner, and I bear w itness that M uham m ad 

is His w orshipping servant and M essenger, .

3 [ i f f  l/P- S j [ y  *o»' ' > « 3 j y f  V©

O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has ordered 
and by abstaining from  all that He has forbidden) as He should  
be feared. [Obey Him. be thankful to Him. and remember Him 
always], and die not except in a state o f  Islam [as Muslims (with 
complete submission to Allah)].

-Ali Imraan 3:102

tCij  'fS f  if*'if oj 'if iy f )  iO j  [gf

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from  a 
single person (Adam), and from  him (Adam) He created his wife 
[Hawwa (Eve)], and from  them both He created many men and  
women; and fea r  Allah through Whom you demand (your 
mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs 
(kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an A llW a tc h e r  over you.

-An-Nisaa 4 :1
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O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fea r Him, and 
speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to do righteous 
good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever 
obeys Allah and His Messenger he has indeed

achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved from  the 
Hell-fire and will be admitted to Paradise).

-Al-Ah:ab 33:70-71

Indeed, the best speech is the Book o f  Allah; the best guidance is 

the guidance o f  M uham m ad, ; and the w orst o f  things are
newly invented m atters, and every newly invented m atter is an 
innovation, and every such innovation is m isguidance and every 
m isguidance is in the Fire.

The Salafi D a'w ah has been established upon som e principles that 
differ from groups that have deviated from the straight path. Two 
m atters have led me to gather these principles:

T h e  first m atter is that which 1 and others have seen from the 

various hizbl (partisan) Islamic organizations who are far from the 
Salafi manhaj utilizing this noble pure name. Or using nam es which 
carry the same m eaning to ascribe to the pious predecessors -  may 
Allah be pleased with them all -  those about whom  the Prophet, 

i said:

12
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The best people are my generation, then those that follow  
them, then those that follow them.2

These h izbl organizations publish their books and treatises using 
the nam e “S alafT  and “Ahl al-Sunnah.” By doing so, they secretly 
slip poison into honey. They hide behind this title in order to deceive 
others and m isguide them . By Allah -  how m any o f  these books and 
treatises oppose the SalafT m ethodology and instead aid the 
m isguided sects such as the K haw arij, the M u 'taz ilah , and Suffs?!

T h e  s e c o n d  m a t te r  is the attachm ent that these organizations 

have w ith som e individuals am ong Ahl al-Sunnah w al-Ja m aa h , in an 
effort to achieve a particular goal or m otive w hich can only be 
achieved by attaching them selves to such individuals. W hile in 
reality , th is ind iv idual is com plete ly  free from  hav ing  any 
connections to them . And so, in order for this statem ent to be 
absolutely clear, I say: the M uslim  B rotherhood has spread rum ors 

concerning the efforts o f  Shaykh M uham m ad Ibrahim  -  lu ife j -  

surrounding the issue o f  w hat they call: “al-H akim iyyah.”3 They 
present the efforts o f  the Shaykh in this field due to their assum ption 
that his speech aids their falsehood, w hich in turn leads them  to 
declare the country as a d isbelieving state. Consequently, it becom es 
perm issible in their view  to rebel against the leaders o f  the country.

By Allah! They have lied against him. His position concerning the 
Islam ic state is clear with no am biguity. He spoke w ith good clear 
speech in a treatise entitled, “NasThah M uhim m ah fi Thalath 
Q adaya” (Im portant A dvice C oncerning Three Affairs). In this 
treatise, he m entioned his position tow ards the M uslim  ruler, clearly 
stating it is obligatory to obey the M uslim  ruler if  it is not in 
disobedience to A llah, the Perfect and M ost High.

2 R elated a l-B ukhari # 6 4 2 9  & M uslim  # 2 5 3 3  from  th e  h ad ith  o f 'A b d  Allah Ibn M a s 'u d .C t j^ j

3 T ra n sla to r 's  no te : T he ob liga tion  to  ru le  by  th e  law s s e n t do w n  by Allah.
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This speech, which the Shaykh mentioned in his treatise along 
with sim ilar speech, is the core o f  the Shaykh's efforts concerning 
the affair o f  al-Hakimiyyah. But these individuals resem ble those 
who placed their fingers over the verses in the Torah that spoke o f  
stoning the person who com m its clear adultery, in order to cover and 
conceal it.4 We ask Allah for safety and security.

The term “al-H akim iyyah” has com e from various sources and it 
has been exam ined by more than one w riter and thinker. Dr. 
M uhammad Imarah wrote: “ It is a slogan foreign to our ancient 
heritage and taken from our m odern-day deductive reasoning.” O ther 
writers, such as M uhammad Sa id al- AshmawT, Ahmad Kamal, and 
Hafidh Diyab, have said that this is the exact slogan o f  the Khawarij, 

those who rebelled against AIT Ibn AbT Talib, The slogan is:
“There is no rule except the rule o f  A llah.”

I say: W hen I saw that this despicable act from  these 
organizations had affected some o f  our youth, and that they had been 
deceived by some o f  these slogans, I wanted to mention the 
foundations o f  the Salafi D a'w ah. It is through these foundations that 
the people o f  truth are distinguished from others, and that the true 
Salafi is distinguished from the false claimant.

4 ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘U m ar n arra tes :

Jew s cam e to  Allah's M essenger and  m en tio n ed  to  him  th a t a m an and  a

lady am ong  th em  had  com m itted  illegal sexual in tercou rse . A llah's M essenger 
sa id  to  them : W hat do you  find in th e  Torah regard ing  stoning?

T hey  replied : "We only  d isg race  an d  flog th em  w ith  stripes.” ‘Abd Allah Ibn Salam  
said  to them : "You have told a lie. T he p ena lty  o f sto n in g  is in th e  Torah.” They 
b ro u g h t th e  Torah and  open ed  it. O ne o f th em  p u t his h and  over th e  v erse  of 
s ton ing  and  read  w h a t w as befo re an d  a fte r  it. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Salam  sa id  to  him: 
"Lift up  y o u r hand." W here  he  lifted it th e re  a p p e a red  th e  v erse  o f stoning . So, they  
said: "0  M uham m ad! He has sa id  th e  tru th ; th e  v erse  o f  s ton ing  is in th e  Torah."

Allah's M essenger then  o rd e re d  th a t th e  tw o  p e rso n s  (guilty  o f illegal sexual 
in te rco u rse ) be sto n ed  to  dea th , an d  so they  w ere  stoned , an d  I saw  th e  m an 
b end ing  over th e  w om an  so as  to  p ro tec t h e r  from  th e  stones.

R elated by al-B ukhari #6 8 4 1  an d  M uslim  #1699 .
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For surely, a group o f  people mount Salaffyyah, while the Salafi 
Da wah is free from them. The Ash a rl’s claim  that they are from Ahl 
al-Sunnah w al-Jam a'ah, but their claim  is false. The M uslim 
Brotherhood claim  that they are from Ahl al-Sunnah w al-Jam a'ah; 
yet there is a huge difference between Ahl al-Sunnah w al-Jam a'ah 
and the manhaj which they are upon.

These principles that 1 will soon m ention have been agreed upon 
by callers to the Salafi m ethodology from old tim es until present-day. 
Before I mention and explain them clearly -  in sh a ’ Allah -  I say: the 
Salafi D a'w ah which we call to is not sim ilar to the other Islamic 
partisan groups which exist today. This is because Salafiyyah is the 
group o f  the M uslims. Thus, everyone who believes in the Salafi 
aqldah and actually adheres to it in his life is Salafi. We do not make 

a distinction between this person and that. We have no connection, 
except to those placed over our affairs to include the rulers and the 
scholars. We do not conceal any o f  our affairs, rather what we are 
upon is docum ented in books and heard in tapes. There are no secrets 
and no guidelines except those guidelines placed by those in charge 
o f  the affairs.

We believe that connecting with the scholars o f  the sa laf is a 
necessary affair; and they are em ulated in later generations by the 

imams o f  the Salafi D a'w ah in Najd -  -  and those who were

influenced by them during their tim e and those after them.

Today, we take from our scholars known for the Sunnah, those 
who are not soiled with the filth o f  innovation, nor do they cause 
deception with desire. The scholars are num erous -  all praise is due 
to Allah. They include:

Shaykh Abd al-'AzTz Ibn Abd Allah Ibn Baz [d. I420H] 

Shaykh M uhammad Nasir Din al-AlbanT [d. 1419H]
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Shaykh M uhammad Ibn Salih a l-U thaym ln  [d. 1421H]

Shaykh Salih Ibn Fawzan al-Fawzan

Shaykh Abd Allah Ibn Abd al-Rahman al-Gudayyan [d. 1431H]

Shaykh Salih Abd al-Rahm an al-Atram  [d. 1428H]

Shaykh Abd al-M uhsin al-'A bbad

Shaykh Abd al-'AzTz Ibn Abd Allah Ali Shaykh

Shaykh Salih Ibn M uhammad al-Luhaydan

And others from our brothers am ong the scholars; those upon 
their methodology. We do not believe them to be infallible, rather 
they are humans just like other men, who are subject to error and 
forgetfulness.

Our concern is knowledge. We busy ourselves with seeking 
knowledge from these scholars and other scholars upon their way. 
All praise is due to Allah -  we read the books o f  hadlth, such as the 
six books o f  hadlth5 and their known explanations. We read the 
books o f  tafslr, those by Ibn Jarir, al-BagawT, Ibn KathTr, and Ibn 
Sa'dT. We read the books o f  aqldah from the salaf, such as the 
general books o f  the Sunnah, Kitab al-Tawhld by Ibn Khuzaymah, 
Kitab al-Tawhld by Shaykh M uhammad Ibn Abd al-W ahhab, and 
his other books, may Allah have mercy upon him. We also read the 
books o f  Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn al-Qayyim. We 
give concern to the books o f  the Imams o f  the Salafi D a'w ah such as 
Shaykh M uhammad Ibn Abd al-W ahhab up until our present-day 
from the scholars o f  the Salafi D a'w ah, ju st mentioned.

We read the books o f  Fiqh. We encourage others to m em orize al- 
Zad6 with the condition that the evidences are known and followed.

5 T ransla to r's  note: Shaykh Ibn Baz said  th a t th e  six books o f had lth  are: $ahih al-BukhM ,

$ahlh Muslim, Sunan AbT DawQd, Sunan al-TirmithT, Sunan al-Nasa'T, and  Sunan Ibn Majah.

6 Zad al-MustaqnT , w hich  is a su m m ary  o f al-M ugni by al-HajjawI.
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We do not criticize those who mem orized the texts from the books o f  
Fiqh provided that they look at the evidences. We detest partisanship 
and com pletely reject it.

We give concern to Arabic gram m ar and morphology. We read the 
books o f  Arabic literature and poetry.

We invite the people to rectify them selves, their aqldah, their 
manners, and to strive in worship. We encourage the people to follow 
the Sunnah and incite them to revive it. We believe that whoever tries 
to bring about a new Salaffyyah upon the mode o f  the partisan 
groups has erred, and we disassociate ourselves from them.

This is what we are upon in general terms.

We ask Allah to grant us firm ness, to assist us, to benefit us, and 
to bring about benefit by way o f  us. Indeed, He is the Trustee for this 
affair and A ll-Capable over it.

We will now present the details o f  our principles.
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I
TH E FIR ST FO U N D A T IO N

T h e  Im p o r t a n c e  o f  S e e k in g  Le g is l a t iv e  Kn o w l e d g e  
a n d  G a i n i n g  a n  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  R e l i g i o n

Many o f  the Islamic groups today are detached from legislative 
knowledge, consequently those who follow these Islamic groups are 
detached from legislative knowledge. The Salafi D a'w ah gives 
legislative knowledge the utmost importance because it is the 
primary foundation upon which life is built. The individual and 
com m unity life cannot be established or rectified except through 
legislative knowledge. For this reason, Allah, the Perfect and Most 
High, com m anded His Prophet with knowledge before statem ent or 
action.

Allah, the Perfect and Most High, said:

Know, that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah. 
Seek forgiveness fo r  your sins and fo r  the sins o f  the believing 
men and the believing women.

-Muhammad 47:19

We have only made knowledge the starting point for the 
foundation because the paths are num erous, and all o f  them are paths
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o f  disarray except the path o f  the M essenger o f  Allah, 

Allah, JtijSUUL, said:

Certainly, this is my Straight Path, so fo llow  it, and do not 
follow  other paths, fo r  they will separate you away from  His 
Path.

-Al-Anam 6:153

There is no way to tread the path o f  the Sunnah except by way o f  
knowledge which reveals the truth and illum inates the path. For this 

reason, Allah, fdzfOlZCf, said:

Say: this is my way: 1 invite unto Allah with sure knowledge, /  
and whosoever follows me.

-Yusuf 12:108

His statement: “S ay ” means: “Say O ’ M uham m ad.” His statem ent 

“su re  k n o w le d g e ,” means proofs and evidences, and both o f  them 

are beneficial knowledge.

Imam Ahmad, said:

.■U -U 'il SSju  (d x il  j l  ajM  w ll 3 ^Ladall

People are in more need o f  studying knowledge than they are 
o f  fo o d  and drink, because a person needs fo o d  and drink once
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or twice a day, but he requires knowledge equivalent to the 
number o f  times he breathes. 7

It is necessary to know that seeking knowledge is o f  two 
categories:

I. Knowledge which is incum bent upon each individual.

II. Knowledge which is fard kifayah (a com m unal obligation).8

The first type o f  knowledge is that which was mentioned by 
Shaykh al-Islam  M uhammad Ibn Abd al-W ahhab in al-Usul al- 
Thalathah (The Three Fundamental Principals):

<U]I y lb  j  ‘ t I I  ,. >1' . b y  J \  Ujic. L, J <ji dill  ̂̂  j

Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, it is obligatory upon us 
to learn four matters. The first is knowledge. And it is 
knowledge o f  Allah, knowledge o f  His Prophet, and knowledge 
o f  the religion o f  Islam with the proofs.9

Imam Ahmad, clarified that which the M uslim is obligated to
learn. He said:

^^li : Jia Jja s<jjj ^  (d’d' , ill-ij ĵl ‘ ^ j

.dlij ' y , *4 'j -- 4 x ,.i ) y

A Muslim is obligated to study that knowledge which is 
necessary fo r  him to establish his religion. It was said to him:

7 Ibn al-Qayyim, Madarij al-SalikTn vol. 2 (B eruit: D ara l-K itabal- 'A rab i, 1393H /1973C E ), 470.

X T ransla to r 's  note: If it is e s tab lished  by som e, th e  responsib ility  is rem oved from  th e  o the rs.
9 M uham m ad Ibn 'Abd al-W ahhab, al-Usul al-Thalathah wa Adillatiha wal-Q aw a id al-A rba'ah

(D ar Ibn K huzaym ah, 1417H ), 3.
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"What is an example o f  this?" He responded: "That which the 
person cannot be ignorant o f  such as his prayer, his fasting, 
and the like. ”ln

Thus, the affairs which are obligatory upon the person to have 
knowledge o f  and im plem ent are the foundations o f  faith, the laws o f  
Islam, and those affairs which he m ust avoid (such as the 
im perm issible m atters); and that w hich he needs concerning 
interactions and the like.

Asking the people o f  know ledge is from knowledge. Therefore, 
w hoever asks the people o f  know ledge, then he has sought 
enlightenm ent for his religion, and has im plem ented that which is 
obligatory upon him.

Allah, ffZf&ZCf, says:

So, ask the people o f  knowledge i f  you do not know. With clear 
signs and Books (We sent the Messengers).

-An-Nahl 16:43-44

This is the category o f  seeking know ledge that is obligatory upon 
everyone. As for the second category, which is fard kifayah (a 
com m unal obligation), then it is know ledge that is other than this. To 
busy oneself with this know ledge is more virtuous than to busy 
oneself w ith supererogatory acts o f  worship -  according to the most 
correct statem ent o f  the scholars.

It has been narrated from Imam Ahm ad, that he said:

10 Ibn Muflih, al-M ubdi Sharh al-M uqni' vol. 3, (R iyadh: D ar ‘Alim al-Kitab, 1432H /2003C E ), 

233.
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j Vi'\\ Uu ‘Ojjc. j  jlfraJ' J  ■ .tj~;

Seeking knowledge and teaching it is better than jihad  and  
other than it from the supererogatory acts."

We have met some o f  the elders in this land o f  ours from the 
com moners who m em orize some o f  the texts o f  aqldah, such as al- 
Usul al-Thalathah, K ashf al-Shubuhat, and Kitab al-Tawhld. They 
memorize Adab al-MashT Ila al-Salah (The M anners o f  W alking to 
the Prayer). All o f  this is from the effects and blessings o f  the 
D a'w ah o f  Imam M uhammad Ibn Abd al-W ahhab, may Allah have 
mercy upon him.

Imam Sa ud Ibn Abd al-'AzTz (the F irs t)12 and Imam Faisal Ibn 
Turk!13 established the study o f  these books in every m asjid in the 
country o f  Saudi Arabia. So, these books were mem orized by the old 
and the young, the student and the com m oner -  and all praise is due 
to Allah.

Many elders today have memorized these texts as well. This is 
one subtlety that has kept this land free from the filth o f  innovation. 
If  the com m oners do not have knowledge o f  their aqldah, then 
matters o f  innovation and shirk would circulate am ong them. 
Knowledge is a strong fortress and a sturdy shield which protects the 
people from a great deal o f  evil.

As for the path to acquiring knowledge, then it is difficult to 
specify a particular path that everyone must follow. But the path we

11 Ibn Muflih, al-Furu wa M a ahu Tashih al-Furu lil-M ardawi vol. 2, (F irs t Edition, 1 4 2 4 H / 

2003CE), 339.

12 T ran sla to r 's  note: He ru led  th e  F irst Saudi S tate  from  1803 to  1814  CE.
13 T ransla to r 's  note: He ru led  from  1 8 3 4 -1 8 6 5  CE.
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have seen is the path taken by our scholars, may Allah have mercy 
upon them all.

Concerning this matter, Shaykh Abd al-Rahm an Ibn Sa dT, may 
Allah have mercy upon him, w rote (as m entioned in his fatawa):

Specific books the student should study varies based upon the 
situation and the location. But in our view, we say in general, 
the student o f  knowledge should strive to memorize the wording 
and repeat it often until the meanings become firm  in his heart. 
He should then move on to the explanation o f  these 
foundational books. So, i f  the student memorized, fo r  example: 
at- AqTdah al- Wasitiyyah by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah; 
UsCil al-Thalathah and Kitab al-Tawhid by Shaykh Muhammad 
Ibn Abd al-Wahhab; and in jurisprudence, Dalil al-Talib and 
Zad a l-M u s ta q n ia n d  in hadith literature, Bulug al-Mardm; in 
Arabic grammar, al-Ajrumiyyah.

Thus, he strives to understand these texts and reviews the 
explanations or the books in this field. This is because i f  the 
student o f  knowledge memorizes these foundations, he will have 
gained complete mastery over understanding them. All o f  the 
subjects will be easy fo r  him, including the minor and major 
subjects.

Whoever, is void o f  the foundations will not reach his goal. 
Whoever is diligent upon these beneficial sciences and seeks the 
aid o f  Allah, he will be aided and blessed in his knowledge. But 
those who tread a path to seeking knowledge other than the 
beneficial path will waste their time and will only have obtained 
toil. This has been experienced and witnessed.
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II
T H E  S E C O N D  F O U N D A T IO N

St r i v i n g  H a r d  t o  I m p l e m e n t  Is l a m

This includes being diligent upon perform ing the obligations o f  
Islam, such as the five prayers, honoring one’s parents, and the like. 
It includes diligence upon im plem enting the actions o f  the Sunnah 
and reviving it am ong the people as much as the M uslim is able to do 
so. This includes the supererogatory prayers, the w itr prayer, the 
night prayer, and the optional acts o f  worship.

Abu Abd al-Rahm an Abd al-Rahm an al-Salaml, said:

j (»$ i i  -  k j L a u l o l l  -  ^ j i j i l l  U ^ j j j i j  ^

l ^ 1a djljl I I j l  ‘ - 1 .j  aAIc- Aul q auI J  y*. J

.IjULASk ^ jl  j i l l  1 I a L l J  .  D a a J i  ' j  A  Lo

It has been narrated to us, that those who used to recite the 
Qur an -  meaning the companions -  they used to study the 
recitation with the Messenger o f  Allah When they
would study ten verses, they would not go beyond these verses 
until they had understood and worked by them. Consequently, 
they learned the recitation o f  the Qur an and applied it at the 
same time.14

14 Ibn Jarir, Jami al-Bayan vol. 1 (M u’a ssa t al-R isalah, F irst Edition 1420H /2000C E ), 80.
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This is the m ethodology o f  the salaf, may Allah have mercy upon 
all o f  them. They would bolster their knowledge by way o f  actions, 
because to apply knowledge is to be safe and secure from the severe 
threat set against those who abandon obligated deeds.

Allah, says:

V Ka 'b!yj JCt \1L 0 Ik |̂ 1 jed' Qdi

You who have faith! W hy do you say that which you do not do? 

M ost hateful it is to Allah that you say what you do not do.

-As-Sajf 61:2-3

A pplying knowledge is the opposite o f  the evil description Allah 

gave the Jews in His Statement:

jjlij: jf]\ af?  cf*-

8 Outwalk V aAj  [yJS'ctgi fyA

The example o f those who were entrusted with the Torah and 
then did not take it on is like that o f a donkey who carries 
volumes [of hooks]. Wretched is the example o f the people who 
deny the signs o f Allah. And Allah does not guide the 

wrongdoing people.
-Al-Jumua 62:5

By applying know ledge, the person will achieve the desired goal. 
For this reason, Fudayl Ibn lyad said:
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.Udlc. 4_l ^AC. li l i  i<i i^AJU (dc. LftJ bU U . J l  j j  V

The scholar will remain ignorant until he works according to 
his knowledge. When he works according to knowledge, he 
becomes a scholar.15

The Salafi Da wah gives great concern to this principle, while 
inciting the people to busy them selves with it. This is because to 
busy oneself with knowledge is better than to busy oneself with 
perm issible speech which has no benefit.

If  our youth -  may Allah grant them success -  were to establish 
this principle in the correct manner, they would be safe from falling 
into many matters which do not concern them, and matters which 
waste their time. For exam ple, follow ing politics and calling the 
people to political discussions, and the like.

Politics are not the concern o f  the student o f  knowledge, rather 
they are the concern o f  the leaders and those who they entrusted to 
these affairs. W hen a group o f  young people delve into these matters 
and put them selves in the position o f  the rulers, they deviate and 
their ignorance o f  these affairs becom e manifest. This is because they 
have relied upon stories from foreign newspapers and the broadcasts 
o f  the disbelievers; and they trust these reports. And there is no might 
or power except with Allah. They base their judgm ents upon these 
reports; this happened during the g u lf war. Some o f  them relied upon 
these news stories and reports, and consequently, they diverted the 
Muslims and placed terror into their hearts and caused division 
where there was once unity.

Relying upon these foreign stories and news reports is the goal 
from what they call “the principles o f  current events.” W hen this new

15 Ibn Jarir, Jami al-Bayan vol. 1 (M u’assa ta l-R isa lah , F irst Edition 1420H /2000C E ), 80.
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current unleashed upon us, knowledge and action was harmed. For 
this reason, weakness in knowledge and action began to appear 
am ong the youth o f  this TJmmah. You will see youth understanding 
current events but not adhering to great matters o f  the Legislation.

Therefore, it is obligatory upon our youth to fear Allah and busy 
them selves with what will bring about great benefit in both the 
religion and the worldly life. As for busying them selves with that 
which has no benefit, and rushing into matters that do not concern 
them; then this is a great calam ity which causes a person to miss out 
on a great deal o f  good. So again, it is upon the youth to fear Allah 
and apply what they learn, so that they may benefit in the religion 
and the worldly life.
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III
T H E  T H I R D  F O U N D A T IO N

I N V I T I N G  PEOPLE TO  ALLA H U P O N  C L A R I T Y

If Allah favors the M uslim with knowledge and action, then it is 
upon him to rush to convey this good to the people upon the path o f  
D a'w ah, advice and guidance. This is the action o f  the Prophet,

. Allah, said concerning His Prophet,

Say: This is my way; I invite to Allah with insight, I and those 
who follow me. Glorified and Exalted be Allah; I am not o f  
those who associate others with Him.

-Yusuf 12:108

Allah, ffdffildcL, raised the status o f  the caller higher than the 

status o f  others. Allah, ffdf& dcf, said:

■XT —J ©  o j o

Who is better in speech than the one who invites to Allah and  
does righteousness and says: “Indeed, I am o f  the Muslims "?

-FussHat 41:33
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As for his reward, then it is a great one due to the great action. A 
person who invites to Allah will receive the reward for those who 
follow him in good, without decreasing their reward at a ll.16

And AIT, narrated that the Prophet, said:

j i  ^  ill ji*. XL j  iiL iiil jV

“I f  Allah gives guidance to somebody through you, it is better 
fo r  you than possessing red camels.1718

From that which is necessary to know, it is not a condition for the 
person who is a caller to Allah to be fam iliar with all o f  the rulings o f 
the Legislation; but it is obligatory that he has knowledge o f  what he 
is calling to. Meaning: he must have knowledge o f  the affair that he 
is conveying to the people; Islamic legislative knowledge.

The Prophet, said:

"Convey from me, even i f  it is one verse.,q9

If  a M uslim knows a verse and understands its m eaning based 
upon the understanding o f  the scholars and those who explain tafslr,

or if  he knows a hadlth from A llah’s M essenger, or if  he

16 Abu H urayrah  n a rra te s  th a t th e  M essenger o f Allah said:

W hoever sum m ons others to  som ething good, his rew ard will be equivalent to tha t of those 

tha t follow him, w ithout their rew ards being diminished, and w hoever sum m ons others to 

an evil he will bear the sins of all of those that followed him w ithout their sins being 

diminished in the least R elated by M uslim  # 2 6 7 4 .

17 Red cam els w e re  th e  m o s t p rized  possession  to  th e  Arabs.

18 Related by al-B ukhari # 4 2 1 0  and  M uslim  # 2 4 0 6 .

19 R elated by al-B ukhari #3 4 6 1  from  a had ith  o f 'A b d  Allah Ibn 'Amr.
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knows an Islamic ruling with the proper understanding o f  the 
scholars or their writings, then he should convey it to others; even if 
he is not knowledgeable concerning other verses, ahadlth, or rulings.

In his notes on Kitab al-Tawhld, the scholar Shaykh Abd al- 

Rahman Ibn Qasim, writes;

The caller who invites to Allah must meet two conditions: (i) his 

actions must be sincerely for the Face o f  Allah and (ii) in 
agreement with the Sunnah o f  the Messenger o f  Allah 

and he must have knowledge to that which he is calling to. I f  he 
does not fu lfill the first condition, he is a person o f  shirk; and i f  
he does not fu lfill the second, he is a person o f  innovation.20

Starting with the second condition that the Shaykh mentioned, we 
say: Da wah is confined by the guidelines o f  the Book and the 
Sunnah. No one is able to invite to anything new which was not done 

by the M essenger o f  Allah For this reason, the sa laf were

severe in their criticism o f  the people o f  al-sam a' (a Sufi ceremony 
perform ed as dhikr). Although these gatherings were void o f  
impermissible instruments and although this was beneficial to soften 
the hearts o f  some, it was still severely criticized because it has no 
basis in the Book o f  Allah, the Sunnah o f  A llah’s M essenger 

and the actions o f  the sa laf o f  this Ummah, may Allah be 

pleased with them.

In Majmu al-Fatawa vol. 11, Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn Taymiyyah, 

writes:

As fo r  the dhikr ceremonies for the purpose o f  rectifying the 
hearts which people gather for, they are either simple nashld 
(meaning without any musical instruments), similar to singing,

20 Hashiyat Kitab al-Tawhid p. 55.
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or they are dapping, or the likes. These ceremonies are newly 
invented matters in Islam. This was innovated after the three 

generations praised by the Prophet, He said:

© ^  £  , 4 ©  © ^  p  prA © * ' ©>' ©■

‘The best o f  my TJmmah is the generation I  was sent among, 
then those that follow  them, then those that fo llow  them. '2I

This action is despised by the notables o f  this TJmmah and it 
was not attended by the major scholars.22

The Shaykh, Jjffi©, went on to say:

In general it is upon the believer to know that the Prophet 
did not leave anything that would bring us closer to 

Paradise except that he mentioned it. He did not leave anything 
which would distance us from  the fire except that he mentioned 
it. I f  these ceremonies o f  dhikr were beneficial it would have 
been legislated by Allah and His Messenger. Allah says:

J-*-*1. ffj\

‘This day, I  have perfected your religion fo r  you, completed My 
Favor upon you, and have chosen fo r  you Islam as your  
religion. ’

-Al-Maeda 5:3

Therefore, i f  it contains some benefit fo r  the heart but has no 
basis from  the Book or the Sunnah, then it is not given any

21 R elated  by al-B u k h ari # 2 6 5 2  an d  M uslim  # 2 5 3 3  from  a h ad ith  o f ‘Abd Allah Ibn M as'ud.

22 Ibn Taymiyyah, M ajm u' al-Fataw a vol. 11 (D ar al-W afa’, T h ird  Edition 1426H /2005C E ), 591.
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attention. Sahl Ibn Abd Allah al-Tustari said: 'Everything that 
has no basis in the Book and the Sunnah is falsehood. ’

AI-DaranT said: 'My heart is afflicted with a stain from  the 
stains o f  the people and nothing can clean it except two 
witnesses: the Book and the Sunnah. ”23

His statement: “ ...therefore if  it contains some benefit for the 
heart but has no basis from the Book or the Sunnah, then it is not 
given any attention” is a trem endous refutation upon those who 
allow plays and skits when giving D a'w ah because it has a benefit 
and the hearts will soften upon hearing and watching them.

So, we say: it is obligatory for the D a'w ah to be based upon the 
Book and the Sunnah. The m ethods o f  D a'w ah must be based upon 

what the Prophet, and his com panions were upon.

23 Ibn Taymiyyah, M ajmu al-Fatawa vol. 11 (D ar al-W afa’, T h ird  Edition 1426H /2005C E ),
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IV
T H E  F O U R T H  F O U N D A T IO N

G i v i n g  I m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  A q Ld a h  o f  t h e  Sa l a f  

i n  K n o w l e d g e , a c t i o n , a n d  T e a c h i n g

From the unfortunate matters is that we now hear speech that 
warns against aqldah and gives it no im portance. There are groups 
who view the affairs o f  aqldah as trivial matters o f  no consequence. 
Some o f  them even say: “W hat harm will it do us if  we affirm that 
Allah has a Hand, or if  we do not affirm  that He has a Hand?!”

This is one o f  the greatest calam ities and tragedies. And the lofty 
status that aqldah has in the religion is known by all. All o f  the 
creation was created for a great purpose which is the worship o f  
Allah, the Most High.

Allah, says:

I did not create jinn  and mankind except to worship Me. I do 
not want any provision from  them, nor do I want them to feed  
Me.

-Adh-Dhariyat 51:56-57
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And Allah did not send a M essenger nor send down a Book 

except to actualize tawhld and call the people to it. Allah, jUsj&UUL, 

said:

He sends down the Angels with inspiration o f  His Command to 
whom o f  His slaves He pleases (saying): Warn mankind that 
none has the right to be worshiped but I, so fea r  Me.

-An-Nahl 16:2

Allah, said:

o>yfs  £ 1 A\ V d ]  cyy a c*t Cfy*  ^

We did not send any Messenger before you except that We 
revealed to him that: ‘There is no deity except Me, so worship 
M e.’

-Al-Anbiya 21:25

Allah, also said:

Indeed, We have sent among every nation a Messenger 
(proclaiming): Worship Allah alone and keep away from  al- 
tdgut (all fa lse  deities).

-An-Nahl 16:36)

The first com m and in the Noble Q ur ’an is the statem ent o f  Allah,



'Abd al-Salam Ibn Burjis A1 'Abd al-Kanm

- p a  u & p *  d ' p A & j ®

Mankind! Worship your Lord, Who created you and those who 
were before you so that you may become righteous.

-Al Baqara 2:21

All o f  the M essengers began their call by calling their people to 
the worship o f  Allah. Allah narrates about them:

(a i i l ''') ixf! jk yC

M y people, worship Allah! You have no other God but Him.
-Al-Araf7:59

The Prophet gave D a'w ah for twenty-three years;

thirteen years were in M akkah, and ten o f  which he was establishing 
tawhld, calling to it, fighting against shirk and w arning against it. He 
spent the rest o f  his life cem enting the aqldah o f  tawhld, m aking it 
firm, and explaining the other aspects o f  the Islamic Legislation.

All o f  this is clear p roof for how im portant aqldah is, to study it, 
learn it, apply it, and call to it. This is because if  aqldah is free o f  
any defects, the person will be am ong the inhabitants o f  Paradise. 
There is no doubt about this. This is even if  he com m itted m ajor sins, 
because the affair o f  those who com m it m ajor sins is with Allah. If 
He wills, He will punish them and later adm it them into Paradise 
based upon their tawhld. And if  He wills. He will pardon them out o f  
kindness and virtue from Him.

You are not likely to see anyone with sound aqldah except that 
righteous actions and acts o f  obedience are easier for him to bear 
than carrying a feather. For this reason, giving importance to
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rectifying the aqidah is from the noblest o f  affairs and the greatest o f 
actions.

TawhTd has many virtues which are not hidden from the student 
o f  knowledge and the caller to Allah. Am ong its virtues are:

i. I f  a person has an atom ’s weight o f  tawhTd in his 
heart, it will prevent him from rem aining in the 
Hellfire forever.

ii. If a heart is filled with tawhld, it will prevent a 
person from ever entering the Hellfire.

iii. If  taw hld is ac tualized , it p rovides com plete 
guidance and safety in this life and the next.

iv. The most fortunate o f  people who are granted the
Prophet’s intercession are those who say:

‘N othing has the right to be worshiped except for 
A llah’ sincerely from their heart.24

v. The acceptability and com pleteness o f  deeds and 
statem ents -  apparent and hidden -  and the reward 
given for these actions, is based upon tawhld. Each 
time tawhTd is strengthened, these matters are also 
strengthened.

vi. It frees a person from slavery to created beings, from 
being attached to them, fearing them, hoping in 
them, and doing deeds for their sake. This is true 
power, might, and nobility.

24  Related by al-B ukhari #99.
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There are many other benefits m entioned by Shaykh Ibn Sa di in 
his notes on Kitab al-Tawhld.25

Therefore, it is obligatory upon the caller to give concern and 
im portance to the affair o f  tawhTd. From that which pains the heart is 
to hear som e people say: “W hy is this im portance given to tawhTd? 
Should we not give concern to the affairs and condition o f  the 
M uslim s? The M uslims are being killed left and right, and we call 
them  to destroy the shrines and to rem ove the m asajid that have been 
built upon graves!”

A person who says this has forgotten, or pretends to have 

forgotten, the statem ent o f  the Imam o f  the H unafa’ IbrahTm,

And keep me and my sons away from worshiping idols.
-Ibrahim 14:34

The Khaleel o f  Allah, the Imam o f  TawhTd, the one whom  Allah 
made a nation by him self, the one about whom  Allah said:

And Ibrahim the one who fu lfilled  his obligations.
-An-Najm 53:37

Allah com m anded the Prophet M uham m ad, to follow

the tawhTd o f  IbrahTm, , and Allah, ffffZ&dL, tested IbrahTm,

by com m anding him to sacrifice his son, and he com plied

25 Ibn Sa'di, al-Qawl al-Sadld fT M aqasid al-Tawhld (M ajm u 'a t al-Tuhaf al-N afai’s al-Daw liyyah, 

T h ird  Edition), 23-4.
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with the com m and o f  Allah. Ibrahim, , is the one who shamed

the idols with his noble hand, and was severe in his criticism o f  the 
polytheists. Despite all o f  his virtues, he was afraid o f  falling into 
shirk. He was afraid o f  falling into idol worship, which is the greatest 
form o f  shirk. So, how about those who are less virtuous than him?

For this reason, Ibrahim al-TaymT, said:

# du Ij j

Who feels safe from  shirk i f  Ibrahim did not fe e l safe from  it?!26

Shaykh M uhammad Ibn Abd al-W ahhab, said concerning
the hadlth o f  Abu Sa id al-KhudrT, may Allah be pleased with him: 
‘Musa said: My Lord! Teach me som ething I can mention You by 
and supplicate to You w ith .’ He responded: ‘O ’ Musa, say: ‘Nothing 
has the right to be w orshipped except A llah .’27

26 Ibn Jarir, Jam i' al-Bayan 1 7 /1 7 .

27 Abu Sa‘Id al-K hudri, n a rra te s  th a t th e  M essenger o f Allah said:

M usa said: ‘My Lord! Teach m e som eth ing  by w hich  I m ay rem em b er You

an d  call upon  You/ He said: ‘Say: N othing has th e  r igh t to  be w o rsh ip p ed  excep t for 

A llah/ He said: ‘My Lord, all Your slaves say  th a t/  He said : ‘Say: N oth ing  h as  th e  

r igh t to  be w o rsh ip p ed  excep t for A llah/ He said: ‘N oth ing  has th e  r igh t to  be 

w o rsh ip p ed  excep t for Allah, my Lord, b u t I w an ted  so m eth in g  th a t is only  for m e/ 

He said: ‘0 ’ M usa, if th e  seven  heavens an d  all th e ir  in h a b ita n ts ’ an d  th e  seven  

ea rth s , w ere  (p laced ) in one  pan  (o f th e  B alance) an d  la ilaha ilia Allah w as placed 

in th e  o th e r  pan, la ilaha ilia Allah w ould  ou tw eigh  th em /

Collected by Ibn H ibban in his $ahTh # 6 2 1 8 ; an d  al-H akim  in al-M ustadrak  # 1 9 3 6 . Al-Hakim 

classed  it as  sah lh  an d  al-Thahabl ag reed  w ith  him . Al-Fath 1 1 /2 0 8 , al-H afidh w rites: "It w as 

n a rra te d  by a l-N asa l w ith  a sah lh  isnad."
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In Kitab al-Tawhid, Shaykh al-Islam  M uhammad Ibn Abd al- 

Wahhab, says concerning this hadlth: “The Prophets need to
be reminded o f  the virtue o f  the statement: ‘N othing has the right to 
be worshiped except for A llah.’”28

Thus, it is obligatory upon us to give importance to this affair. If 
this affair is sound, then what com es after is much easier, and it will 
safeguard the actions which follow it. But if  this affair is corrupt, 
then nothing will benefit nor be accepted.

28 Ibn al-‘U thaym In, al-QawI al-M ufid ala Kitab al-Tawhld (Saudi A rabia: D ar Ibn al-jaw zl, 

1423H ), 78-87.
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V
T H E  F I F T H  F O U N D A T I O N

G IV IN G  IM PORTANCE TO  THE PRO PH ETIC SU N N A H  AND
Be i n g  D i l i g e n t  a b o u t  a p p l y i n g  a n d  C a l l i n g  t o  It

The affair most deserving o f  the M uslim ’s attention is to follow 

the example given by the Prophet, . He must em body the

Prophetic Sunnah in his life as much as he is able. This is because 
the primary purpose o f  the M uslim is to obtain guidance which will 
lead him to the abode o f  happiness.

Allah, the Mighty and M ajestic, said:

f >' •' > > I *

I f  you obey him you will be rightly guided.
-Al-Noor 24:54

And He said:

- 13 a

And follow him perhaps you may be rightly guided.
-Al-Araf 7:158
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And He said:

0  a t \ j g ^  j  f t

Indeed, in the Messenger o f  Allah you have a good example to 
follow  fo r  him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allah and the 
Last Day and remembers Allah much.

-Al-Ahzab 33:21

These verses contain trem endous principles for following the 
exam ple o f  the M essenger o f  Allah, , in statem ent and

actions, and in every aspect o f  the M uslim s’ life.

This exam ple will only be followed by the one who desires the 
m eeting with Allah on the Last Day. His faith, fear o f  Allah, hope for 
A llah’s reward, and fear o f  His punishm ent will incite him to follow 

the exam ple o f  the Prophet,

The nobility and status o f  the M uslim is in accordance with the 

extent to which he follows the Prophet, The more he
implements the Sunnah the higher he elevates.

Thus, the pious predecessors made the benchm ark for taking 
knowledge from someone, his adherence to the Sunnah. IbrahTm al- 
N akhaT says:

*Cic. f  AjbU-a ' j jlVi <jc. 1 j.'wL] Lj Ijjl£

41
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When they came to a man to acquire knowledge from him, they 
would look at his character, his prayer and his appearance;29 
then they would take knowledge from him.311

The scholars mention that from the signs that a person loves Allah 

is that he follows A llah 's beloved, . So, he follows his
manners, his actions, his com m ands, and his Sunnah. This benefit is 
taken from the Book o f  Allah, the Mighty and Majestic.

Say (O Muhammad to mankind): I f  you <really) love Allah, then 
follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And  
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

-AI-E-lmran 3:31

Al-Hasan al-BasrT said:

"Allah has made the p ro o f for loving Him following the Sunnah 
o f  His Messenger, fdjdf&vg*. "3I

There are numerous narrations from the text o f  the Q ur’an and the 
Sunnah. statem ents o f  the Com panions, and those that followed 
them, inciting the M uslim to w ork according to the Sunnah, and 
inciting him to adhere to it.

From the most famous hadlth is the hadith o f  al-Trbad Ibn 
Sariyyah, may Allah be pleased with him. He said:

29 T ran sla to r’s note: al-A 'm ash  said: "They w ould  s tu d y  every th ing  from  th e  scholar, even  his 
c lo thes and  his sandals." al-M aqdisI, Adab al-Shari ah.

30 Related by al-D arim i in his Sunan 1 /3 9 7 , artic le  4 3 4  and  435.

31 A l-Lalikal, I tiqad Ahl al-Sunnah vol. 1 (Riyadh: D ar al-Tayyibah, 1402H ), 70.
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^  ' *  **'1 >  J  j  0 Cl l i  j j  4_laX. (d -u ij 4 jix . dill ^ l o l l  J  j_ « iJ  L ilax. j

S ''Adj 1 1^*3 4jaC. jaJ aAA j l  *iill ,J j  ■ j  !_) tjiii >_

ji  ..I ,.V'. a f**-} O-® ^  ̂  ̂  V) ^A*_] ' 3 1 r- f i f i  7  ’  ̂jA ' ̂   ̂fl 3 ̂  cL^ajjJI 
' ̂  i f :  ‘ ' ̂  <i*~- 1 j . — jj^; i j i i  ^tsi^ji â ĵ j t ^jjyj i ̂ . .s

The Messenger o f  Allah, f t e f f i fg * ,  delivered a moving speech 

to us which made our eves flow with tears and made our hearts 
melt. We said: 'O Messenger o f  Allah, this is a farewell speech. 
What do you enjoin upon us?' He said: 7  am leaving you upon 
a (path of) brightness whose night is like its day. No one will 
deviate from it after /  am gone but one who is doomed. Whoever 
among you lives, will see great conflict. It is upon you to adhere 
to my Sunnah and the path o f  the rightly-guided Caliphs, and  
cling stubbornly to it. ”32

The statem ent o f  the Prophet, “ It is upon you to
adhere to my Sunnah,” this means: my path w hich I am upon from 
the rulings which I have clarified for you; this includes belief and 
actions, the obligatory and recom m ended ones.

As for the definition that the scholars o f  Jurisprudence have given 
to 'al-Sunnah: “recom m ended acts which are not obligatory,” then 
this is a new term inology that is used to distinguish between the 
obligatory and supererogatory acts o f  worship.

‘A l-S unnah ,’ technically , m eans: that w hich the Prophet, 
y i i j w a s  upon, in his worship, interactions, m anners, and 

every aspect o f  his life.

32 R elated by Ibn Majah #43 . Al-Albani au th en tica te d  it in Sahlh Ibn M ajah #43.
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Urwah Ibn al-Zubayr, said:

“The Sunnah, the Sunnah, for surely the Sunnah is the 
foundation o f  the religion. "JJ

This means: adhere to the Sunnah, for surely the Sunnah is the 

foundation o f  the religion. Ibn TJmar, used to follow the

com m and and exam ple o f  the Prophet, and give

im portance to it such that they feared for his sanity.34

Al-ZuhrT, said: “O ur scholars from the past would say:

‘Adherence to the Sunnah is safety.”35

Adhering to the Sunnah has many benefits which cannot be 
enum erated. It is a cause for obtaining the love o f  Allah. Allah, the 
Mighty and M ajestic, said in a hadith qudsl:

4_) £.Ak.U AjLajuJ s" uS I j j i  4 ^ ,1  j l lU  3

j J J  ^ J J  °A lJ ^  * J * ^ J
I ,J . /

4_jAiC-V j  4 VlilC. V

My servant continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory 
works so that I shall love him. When I  love him, I am his 
hearing with which he hears, his seeing with which he sees, his 
hand with which he strikes, and his foot with which he walks.

33 M uham m ad Ibn N asral-M arw azi, al-Sunnah (B eiru t: M u’a ssa ta l-K u tu b  al-Thaqafiyyah, 

1408H ), 34.

34 Abu Nu'aym Nafi' said: "If you w ere to look a t Ibn ‘Umar, in the  w ay he followed the Prophet
you would say: T h is person is insane.’ Related by Abu Nu'aym in al-Hilyah 1/310.

35 Related by a l-D arim l in h is  Sunan 1 /2 3 0  a rtic le  97; an d  Abu N u 'aym  in al-H ilyah 3 /3 6 9 .
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Were he to ask [something] o f  Me, I would surety give it to him, 
and were he to ask Me fo r  refuge. I would surely grant it to 
him.36

Another benefit o f  adhering to the Sunnah is that it restores the 
obligatory acts o f  worship. This is based upon the statem ent o f  the 

Prophet :

}  yC- iJ j  JyA J ; ;a^CLta]l ~ ( f ' . r  I A „1 jfl’l ^  4_j ^ i L j i l  .   *. ■ La J  j'i

k ]  d u j £  4 2 a l j  a l u l £  j j i  t ig  y  L^Jaji j ;  ' r. X'X . ^  1 j  ; L.r. 1 jA  j  A ^ j ^ L a l ]

4 j  j l i  y i x i  ^ a  l j ^ > l a j l  ; J V a  i L u * i  I j i a  . j A i n l  j l £  j l j  iA j a t j

<C. J  L  a ' ■ '“'X f  J j  ' ’ * 1 ya ji IJ -9  1 ^  j  Li i

"The first thing fo r  which people will he brought to account on 
the Day o f  Resurrection will be their prayer. Our Lord, may He 
be Glorified and Exalted, will say to His angels -  although He 
knows best 'Look at the prayer o f  My slave, whether it is 
complete or incomplete. ’ I f  it is perfect, it will be recorded as 
perfect, and i f  something is lacking. He will say, 'Look and see 
whether My slave did any voluntary prayers. ' I f  he did some 
voluntary prayers, [Allah] will say: 'Complete the obligatory 
actions o f  My slave from  his voluntary actions. ”’37

Adhering to the Sunnah during the last days carries a trem endous 
benefit. This is based upon the hadlth o f  Utbah Ibn Gazwan. The 

Prophet, said:

• I j l l i  A j l r .  ^H jl L o j  - l l - a j j  » M . . i a 1.M ’l j n r d l  ^ G 1  (» £ j 1 j j  ^ J A  ( j l

i(i £ l a  ^ i j  U

36 R elated by al-B ukhari # 6 5 0 2  from  a had ith  o f Abu H urayrah.

37 R elated by Abu D aw ud # 8 6 4  and  au th en tica te d  by al-Albani in Sahih w a Da'ff Abi Dawud.
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“ There will come a lime when patience is required o f  the one 
who adheres (to Islam), and he will have the reward o f  fifty  o f  
you. They said: ‘O f them ?’ He said: 'No, o f  you. ’ ”3X

The salaf were severe against abandoning some o f  the Sunnah, 
and they heavily criticized abandoning it completely, fearing one 

would come under the general statem ent o f  the Prophet :

.yf* Jc- '-£■ j

Whoever turns away from  my Sunnah is not from  me.-''

For this reason. Imam Ahmad said:

Whoever leaves o ff  the witr prayer, then he is an evil man and it 
is not befitting to accept his testimony. "40

So, everything that is affirmed in the Sunnah, we strive hard to 
implement it and teach it to the people. Perhaps Allah will grant us 
the reward o f  the one who revives a Sunnah.

38 Related by Abu D aw ud #4341  an d  au th en tica te d  by al-Albanl in $ah!h w a Da I f  AbT Dawud.
39 Related by al-B ukharl #5 0 6 3  and  M uslim # 1 4 0 1  from  a had lth  o f A nas Ibn Malik.
40 BahutT, al-Rawd al-M urba (D ar al-Fikr), 84.
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VI
T H E  S I X T H  F O U N D A T I O N

K E E P I N G  A C L O S E  C O N N E C T I O N  W I T H  TH E  S C H O L A R S  

OF TH E  S U N N A H

The virtue o f  the scholars and their position in the Islamic 
legislation is not hidden from anyone. Some people m istake inciting 
people to have a close connection with the scholars as having 
partisanship towards them and blind-follow ing them. This is a huge 
mistake.

Having a close connection with the scholars is a means to benefit 
from them through their direction and guidance. B lind-following 
them in matters where the com m on M uslim  is allowed to blind- 
follow them is for those who do not have the ability to distinguish 
know ledge-based affairs.

We have affirm ed and clarified the benefits o f  this connection 
with the scholars, as well as the harm s which result from distancing 
the people from them. W hen explaining A llah’s favor upon this 
country (i.e. Saudi A rabia), Shaykh Abd al-Rahm an al-Sa dl, 

wrote:

"He has purified this land from  innovation and polytheism  
and He has saved you from the means o f  polytheism and the 
paths o f  destruction due to means which Allah has made easy. 
This is by giving you an imam established on the straight path. 
Your Imam, Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, was from  the greatest
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Imams in conveying the Sunnah and the Book. By way o f  him. 
his companions, and those like him, the Sunni Muslim is distinct 
from the innovators, those from  the various groups and sects.

Then Allah established Shaykh al-lsldm  A hm ad Ibn 
Taymiyyah. He fought against the disbelievers and hypocrites, 
and other deviants. He displayed the clear Sunnah and its 
sciences in a way that many before and many after him were not 
able to do. His students and scholars who follow ed him 
traversed his path, until the Shaykh and the Imam o f  the 
Arabian Peninsula, Shaykh al-lsldm Muhammad Ibn ''Abd al- 
Wahhab came.

He established this affair in a complete manner, and he 
continued to make jih a d  against the enemies until pure tawhiid 
and the unadulterated Sunnah was spread among the people. 
He suppressed polytheism and its means, and innovation and  
corruption; removing it from  the Arabian Peninsula. All praise 
is due to Allah. This land is immersed with Sunnah and tawhiid 
and it has been saved from  polytheism by way o f  his 
a p p rec ia ted  e fforts, the e ffo rts  o f  his s tuden ts, his 
grandchildren, and helpers.

You will not find in this land -  all praise is due to Allah -  a 
shrine on a grave, seeking help from  the deceased, celebration 
o f  the Prophets birthday, or idol worship. Is this not the 
greatest favor o f  Allah upon you and His Kindness towards 
you? He sent to you those noble leaders and by way o f  them, He 
protected the correct religion. It was actualized and spread until 
you, your fathers, and your children were raised drinking a 
pure drink from the source o f  this Legislation, scooped with the 
most excellent spoons.

This did not occur through any means from you, or due to 
your knowledge or intelligence. This only occurred due to the 
unlimited virtue o f  Allah. And you see the other lands stuffed  
with clear shirk, kufr, and apostasy; filled with innovation, 
shrines over graves and repulsive manners. So, give thanks to 
your Lord fo r  this blessing which you are unable to enumerate 
and show gratitude towards.
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Therefore, if  we attach to this blessed circle (Shaykh M uhammad 
Ibn Abd al-W ahhab, Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn Taymiyyah, and Imam 

Ahmad, with a strong connection, then Allah will save us
from falling into innovation, and keep us from being swept away in 
the currents o f  falsehood who w ear the cloaks o f  Sunnah, while the 
Sunnah is com pletely free from them.

These faults did not enter upon us until the day we abandoned this 
manhaj and closed the book on it. We then began to use the 
methodologies given to us from Egypt, India and other places; while 
these methodologies are far removed from the m ethodology o f  the 
righteous predecessors.
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VII
T H E  S E V E N T H  F O U N D A T I O N

St a y in g  Fa r a w a y  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t  Is l a m i c  
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  Pa r t ie s

We witness organizations break away from the legislated main 
body o f  the M uslims by way o f  their ideology. All o f  these 
organizations gather with one goal, which is their hatred o f  the 
legislative unity o f  the Muslim. They view this unity as a unity o f  
ignorance. Among these organizations are the M uslim Brotherhood, 
Jama at al-Tabllg, and Hizb al-Tahrlr.

I say: Unfortunately, there are people who consider Salaffyyah to 
be a group sim ilar to these groups. You find them striving hard to 
make Salaffyyah like these groups. We turn to Allah for exoneration 
from this accusation and we seek refuge in Allah from this evil 
action.

Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
said:

That ascription which divides the Muslims and exits from the 
Jama ah and turns towards division and the paths of innovation 
and abandoning the Sunnah is the type o f  ascription which is
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prohibited. The one who does this is sinning and by way o f  this, 

he is disobeying Allah and His Messenger 41

Allah called us “M uslim s” in His Book. And it has been affirm ed 

in the M usnad o f  Imam Ahm ad that the Prophet, said:

Whoever calls to the slogans o f  the pre-Islamic Days o f  
Ignorance, then he will be from  those who gather in the Hellfire. 
They said: 'Even i f  he fasts and prays O ' Messenger o f  Allah? ’ 
He said: Even i f  he fasts  and prays. So, use the call o f  Allah, 
He has named you Muslims, believers, slaves o f  Allah. '42

This was the nam e given at the outset o f  Islam, the only ascription 
known was the ascription to Islam during that time. But when 
innovation appeared, desires becam e w idespread, and innovators 
becam e distant from Islam, the pious predecessors had no other 
recourse except to present a legislative nam e w hich w ould 
distinguish them from the m isguided. Therefore, they use nam es 
which appear in the texts, such as the Ja m a a h , al-Firqah al-Najiyyah 
(the Saved Sect), and al-Ta ifah al-M ansurah (the Victorious Group). 
Likewise, they used nam es w hich apply to those who adhere to the 
Sunnah which others have dism issed, such as: Salaf, Ahl al-Hadlth, 
Ahl al-Athar, and Ahl al-Sunnah w al-Jam a‘ah.

These Islamic organizations that are established upon principles 
far from the Book and the Sunnah, in reality, divide the M uslim s, and 
their evil and harm s outw eigh their good by a great deal. O nce they 
chose a path not associated with the Book and the Sunnah and not 
derived from the sa laf o f  this Ummah, they began to err in this 
arena. So, bew are o f  these dubious organizations. Do not becom e a 
victim  like them . O ’ youth. By Allah, this poison was never spit in a

41 Ibn Taym iyyah, M ajm u al-Fataw a 1 1 /5 1 4 .

42 R elated by A hm ad in his M usnad 3 7 /5 4 3  a rtic le  2 2 910 ; an d  au th e n tic a te d  by al-A lbanl in 

Sahib al-Jami #2604 .
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land except that it caused separation, division, hatred and anim osity 
to appear between our children.

If  you want proof o f  this, then com pare our condition when we 
were upon the manhaj o f  the Shaykh Imam M uhammad Ibn Abd al- 
Wahhab and our present condition. These organizations have caused 
a rift between the scholars and the youth, and a barrier has been 
placed between them.

We used to have a great deal o f  trust for our scholars before -  all 
praise is due to Allah for this favor -  and we used to take from them. 
The effects o f  that were clearly distinct from our present condition. 
During that time, we were upon good and guidance. Today we have 
uprisings, protests, and the likes.

These organizations have also corrupted the aqldah o f  some o f  
our youth. They tarnished the manhaj in their view and convinced 
them to make their alliance with or disassociation for these 
organizations. There is no doubt that some o f  these organizations will 
capitalize o ff  their misguided followers by having them involve 
them selves in revolutions and fitnah. O ’ youth, do not think these 
impermissible incidents are far o ff from occurring. May Allah protect 
the M uslims from everything hated and protect us from every 
calamity.
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VIII
T H E  E I G H T H  F O U N D A T I O N

ADHERE TO THE BOOK. THE SUNNAH, AND W HAT THE SALAF

Ag r e e d  U p o n  in  D e a l in g  w i t h  O u r  Im Am s  &  Ru l e r s

We hear and obey the rulers except in disobedience to A llah.43 We 
do not view it as perm issible to rebel against the ruler regardless o f  
his sins, and we do not get involved in any o f  their worldly affairs. 
We advise them according to the legislation with truthfulness and 
sincerity. The advice should be done in secret, especially in tim es o f  
fitnah.

We supplicate to Allah -  secretly and openly -  to rectify and grant 
them success, because in their success lies the success o f  the people 
and the countries. We hate that anyone should enter upon them 
except the advisor or the person with a com plaint. We disapprove o f  
those who insult or expose them due to the ill effects it has on their 
followers which could lead to one o f  two results; People may rebel 
against them or disobey them in the legislative com mands.

Here, we will mention some statem ents o f  the Imams o f  this 
D a'w ah taken from al-D urar al-Sunniyyah. The scholar Shaykh Abd

43 Shaykh Burjis, has th re e  p rec ious  books su rro u n d in g  th is  issue: Mu am alat al-Hukam 

fi Daw al-Kitab w a al-Sunnah (In te rac tin g  w ith  th e  R ulers in Light o f th e  Book and  th e  S unnah), 
Aqldah Ahl al-Islam Fima Yajibu lil-’Imam (T he 'A qldah  o f Ahl al-Sunnah C oncern ing  the  

O bligations T ow ards th e  R ulers), an d  al- A m r bi Luzum Jam a at al-M uslimln wa Imamihim wa 
al-Tahthlr min Mufaraqatim (T he C om m and to  A dhere to  th e  M ain Body o f th e  M uslim s, T he ir 
Im am , and  th e  W arning  A gainst S epara ting  From  T hem ).
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al-L atif Ibn Abd al-Rahman Ibn Hassan Ibn M uhammad Ibn Abd 

al-W ahhab, said in a treatise directed towards one o f  his
brothers who did not display a correct position during the fitnah (o f 
the sons o f  Faisal, may Allah have m ercy upon them):

There is another issue here, which is extremely devious, by 
which shaytan deceives many o f  the people, thus they begin to 
delve into matters which divide the Muslim community and 
causes division in the religion, and is blameworthy in the clear 
Book. It removes stability' in the land and jihad  in the cause o f  
Allah. It causes the people to refrain from  paying zakat and it 
flares up the flames o f  fitnah and misguidance.

Shaytan is subtle in tricking the people, causing them to fa ll into 
the trap. This begins by making the people believe it is not 
obligatory to obey the leaders when they command with the 
commands o f  Allah and His Messenger; those commands which 
protect Islam and its estate. Thus, the synopsis o f  the plot is to 
convince the people it is not obligatory to obey the Muslim 
rulers nor is it legislated.

Then the Shaykh refuted this plot by saying:

These individuals who have been put to trial with this line o f  
thinking are not aware that most o f  the leaders o f  the Muslim 
lands from  the time o f  Yazld Ibn Mu awiyyah -  with the 
exception o f  Umar Abd al-'AzIz and whom Allah willed from  
the children o f  Bam Umavyah -  Jell into crimes and great 
incidents and corruption in their leadership over the Muslims. 
But despite that, the biography o f  the well-known great imams 
did not remove their hands from  the obedience o f  the leaders in 
their ordering the commands o f  Allah and His Messenger from  
the legislation and obligations o f  Islam.
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The Shaykh then gave some exam ples. He said:

I give you the examples o f  al-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf al-Thaqafi. He 
became famous in the Ummah for oppression, spilling a lot o f  
blood, violating the sanctities o f  Allah, and killing the notables o f  
the Ummah such as Sa Id Ibn Jubayr. He surrounded Ibn al- 
Zubayr, so he took refuge in the noble Haram. He violated the 
sanctity and killed Ibn al-Zubayr, although Ibn al-Zubayr obeyed 
him. The general population o f  Makkah, al-Madinah, Yemen, and 
most o f  the people in Iraq gave him the pledge o f  allegiance. 
Al-Hajjaj was the assistant to Marwan and then to his son Abd 
al-Malik. None o f  the Khalifahs commissioned Marwan, and no 
significant reputable decision-making person gave him the 
pledge; but despite this, no one from the scholars hesitated to 
obey him and comply with his commands concerning the pillars 
o f  Islam and its obligations.

Ibn Umar and the companions with him who encountered al- 
Hajjaj did not disobey him in the affairs that established Islam 
and complete faith. The same was true for those during his era 
from the tabi'In, such as Ibn Musayyib, al-Hasan al-Basrl, Ibn 
Sirln, Ibrahim al-Tayml, and their contemporaries from the 
nobles o f  the Ummah.

The affair continued to be practiced in similar by the scholars o f  
this Ummah and its Imams. They command the people to obey 
Allah and His Messenger; to perform jihad  with Muslim leaders, 
whether they be pious or wicked. This is known from the books o f  
usiil al-dln and the aqldah.

BanI al- Abbas conquered the Muslim lands by force with the 
sword and none o f  the scholars assisted them. They killed many 
people and multitudes from  BanI Umayyah and their leaders. 
Thev killed Ibn Hubayrah, the leader o f  Iraq. It has been 
narrated that the killers murdered eighty' people from BanI
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Umay yah in one day, then placed chairs over their corpses; sat 
on the chairs and called for food and drink.

Despite all o f  this, the history o f  how the scholars -  like al- 
Awza'i, Malik, al-Zuhrl, Layth Ibn Sad , and Ata Ibn A hi Rabdh 
-  dealt with these kings is known to the people who have 
knowledge.

Another group o f  scholars like Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, Muhammad 
Ibn Isma II, Muhammad Ibn Idris, Ahmad Ibn Nasr, Ishaq Ibn 
Rahaway, and their brothers lived during an era where the kings 
fe ll into major innovation and denied the Attributes o f  Allah. 
These kings called the people to believe in a similar fashion and 
put them to trial fo r  this. Some o f  them like Ahmad Ibn Nasr were 
killed. But despite that, we do not know o f  even one from amongst 
them who removed his hand from the obedience o f  the rulers or 
viewed it as permissible to rebel against them.

The Shaykh, may Allah have mercy upon him, went on to say:

I f  any o f  these doubts enter your heart, then increase your 
humility towards Allah and seek nearness to Him with 
supplications that have come in the Sunnah. Read what is 
contained in TarTkh Ibn Ganam (The Histoiy o f  Ibn Ganam) from  
the speech o f  Shaykh al-lsldm Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wahhab 
as he deals with these issues in his treatises.44

44 C onsult al-Durar al-Sunniyyah fi al- Ajwibah al-Najdiyyah 8 /3 7 7 -3 8 0 .
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IX
T H E  N I N T H  F O U N D A T I O N

O ST R A C IZ IN G  THE INNOVATORS A N D  W A R N IN G  
A G AIN ST T H EM

The scholars have agreed upon ostracizing the innovators and 
warning against them, as has been m entioned by al-Q adl Abu Y a'la 
and others. Am ong the affairs which should be m entioned is that the 
innovators conceal them selves by wearing cloaks o f  the Sunnah and 
hide behind its nam e while they are engrossed in innovation.

This is clear to everyone who takes a close look at them and 
observes the hizbiyyah they try to conceal, such as rebelling against 
the M uslim ruler and violating the pledge o f  allegiance to him. This 
is the habit o f  the m odern-day innovators and the innovators o f  old. 
This is how they spread their innovation and cem ent it in the hearts.

In al-Tbanah, Ibn Battah, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
narrates that M ufaddal Ibn M uhalhal -  a relaliable man from the 
Sunnah -  said:

I f  you sat with an innovator and he presented his innovation to 
you, you would be on guard against him and you would flee 
from  him. But rather, he presents to you hadith from  the Sunnah 
during his initial sitting with you, then he enters his innovation 
into your heart; so, when will it leave your heart?45

45 Ibn B attah, al-Ibanah vol. 2 (Riyadh: D ar al-Rayah), 444.
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Due to this important reason -  the innovators placing innovation 
in your heart and it attaching to it -  the sa laf would not listen to the 
speech o f  the innovators. They were very diligent in avoiding the 
places where the innovators were speaking.

In al- Ibanah, Ibn Battah also narrates from al-M a mar that he
said:

Tdwus was sitting when a man from  the Mu'tazilah came to 
speak to him. Tdwus put two fingers in his ears and said to his 
son: ‘My son, put your fingers in your ears. Push them in deep 
and do not listen to anything he says.' Ma mar comments: This 
is because the hearts are weak 46

In the aforem entioned book, Ibn Battah says about himself:

IbrahTm Ibn Muhammad Ibn AbT Yahyd, one o f  the Mu 'tazilah, 
said to me: ‘I see there are a lot o f  Mu tazilah among you. ’ /  
said: ‘Yes, and they believe you are one o f  them. ’He said: ‘Will 
you enter this shop so I can speak with y o u ? ' I said: ‘N o .' He 
said: 'Why no t? ’I said: 'Because the hearts are weak, and the 
religion is not based on who wins the debate. '41

Ibn Battah relates a narration from Sa id  Ibn Amir who said:

Sal lam Ibn AbT MutV narrated to us that a man from  the people 
o f  desires said to Ayyub al-SakhtivdnT: O ' Abu Bakr, /  want to 
ask you about a word. Ayyub said while putting his fingers in 
ears: ‘Not even ha lf a word, not even ha lf a word. ’4H

46 Ibid., 446.
47 Ibid.
48 Ibn B attah, al-lbanah vol. 2 (R iyadh: D ar al-Rayah), 447.
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This is how the sa laf were, They would avoid listening to

the innovators, rather they would also warn against listening to the 
innovators so nothing o f  their innovation would penetrate the heart 
and thus lead the person to destruction. By Allah, how would their 
speech be for those who sit with the innovators and attend their 
lessons?! There is no doubt that their speech would be stronger and 
more severe.

When Sufyan al-Thawrl arrived in al-Basra, he began to look at 
the affair o f  al-R abl Ibn SabTh and his status am ongst the people. So, 
he asked about his methodology. The people said: ‘his methodology 
is only the Sunnah' (meaning: we only know him for the Sunnah). 
Sufyan said: ‘W ho are those in his entourage?’ They replied: ‘The 
Q adariyyah.’ Sufyan said: ‘He is from the Q adariyyah.’

In al- ’Ibanah, Ibn Battah com m ented on the statem ent o f  Sufyan:

f t  I d L i j i J S  A \* X

You who have fa ith ! Take not your hitanah (advisors, 
consultants, protectors) those outside your religion, since they 
will not fa il to do their best to corrupt you.

-Al-E-Imran 3:118

Fudayl Ibn Tyad, said:

Souls are like conscripted soldiers: those whom they recognize, 
they get along with, and those whom they do not recognize, they 
will not get along with: it is not possible fo r  a person o f  the 
Sunnah to incline towards an innovator except due to hypocrisy.



Foundations of the Salafi Da'wah

Ibn Battah commented: Fudayl Ibn Iyad spoke the truth, may 
Allah have mercy upon him, fo r  surely, I have seen that with my

49eyes.

From the warnings o f  the sa laf against the innovators is the 
statem ent o f  Ahmad Ibn Sinan who said:

It is more beloved to me to be neighbors with a drummer than 
an innovator. This is because I  can prohibit him and break his 
drums: while the innovator corrupts the people, the neighbors, 
and the creation.50

Ibn Battah, may Allah have mercy upon him, commented:

Allah! Allah! O ' Muslims, let none o f  you allow the good  
thoughts he has o f  him self and what he knows o f  his correct 
methodology to place him self in danger by sitting with the 
people o f  desires and say: 7  will enter upon him and debate 
with him, or I will remove him from  his methodology. '

Innovators are more dangerous than the D ajjai Their speech 
sticks harder than scabies and burns the hearts more than 
firewood. I saw a group o f  people who used to curse and insult 
them, then they sat with them to refute them and (the 
innovators) entered upon them their hidden plots and subtle 
disbelief until those who used to insult them became from  their 
beloved.51

We have surely witnessed those in our era saying: ‘We will sit 
with the innovators to advise them and to see the secrets o f  their 
methodology, so we can later warn against them .’ Then they were

49 Ibn Battah, al-Ibanah vol. 2 (Riyadh: D ar al-Rayah), 459.
50 Ibid., 469.

51 Ibid., 470.
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caught in their traps and becam e their helpers against Ahl al-Sunnah. 
May Allah grant you and us safety from that.

This is what has been established by the salaf. It is up to the 
person to fear corruption and m isguidance for himself. He must 
adhere to this manhaj. By Allah, surely a group o f  people turned 
away from knowledge.

In TarTkh MadTnat Dimashq (The History o f  Dam ascus), al- 
Hafidh Ibn Asakir said, when speaking about the biography o f  one 
o f  the scholars o f  the Sunnah, Ahm ad Ibn Awn:

Abu J a fa r  Ahmad Ibn Awn used to call the innovators to 
account. He way stern against them and would humiliate them. 
He would find out their infractions and his damage against 
them took a toll upon them. He dislodged them when they 
gained a foothold, and he did not conform to them. They were 
all afraid o f  him and on guard against him. He did not flatter 
any o f  them and none o f  them were safe in committing their evil. 
He exposed their deviance from the Sunnah, announced it 
publicly, and disavowed him self from them. He publicly rebuked 
them and his enmity towards them continued until he either 
destroyed them or they abandoned their evil methodology’ and  
aqidah. He continued upon this way, seeking the Face o f  Allah 

until he met Allah (he died). The effect he had upon the deviants 
is well-known.52

52 Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh MadTnat D imashq 5 /1 1 8 .
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X
T H E  T E N T H  F O U N D A T I O N

W E ADHERE TO  THE BOOK. AND THE SU N N A H  IN  ALL
O u r  S i t u a t i o n s

We adhere to the Book and the Sunnah in all our situations. This
is the core o f  all the principles. It is the governing principle. This is
based upon the statem ent o f  Allah, the Perfect and M ost High:

ty j  Ui4-' oFe o' \A ^  t*>

It is not fo r  a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His 
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any 
option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error

-Al-Ah:ab 33:36

And the Statement o f  Allah, the Most High:

(v* l i l t I i j i Ijii <i' J l  [jco Jji Uj]
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The only saying o f  the fa ith fu l believers, when they are called to 
Allah (His Words, the Qur 'an) and His Messenger, to judge  
between them, is that they say: "We hear and we obey." And  
such are the prosperous ones (who will live forever in 
Paradise).

And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, fears Allah, 
and keeps his duty1 (to Him), such are the successful ones. They 
swear by Allah their strongest oaths, that i f  only you would 
order them, they would leave (their homes fo r  fighting in Allah's 
Cause).

Say: ‘Swear you not: (this) obedience (o f yours) is known (to be 
false). Indeed, Allah knows well what you do. 'Say: Obey Allah 
and obey the Messenger, but i f  you turn away, he (Messenger 
Muhammad) is only responsible fo r  the duty placed on him (i.e. 
to convey A llah’s Message) and you for that placed on you. I f  
you obey him, you shall be on the right guidance. The 
Messenger’s duty1 is only to convey (the message) in a clear way 
(i.e. to preach in a plain way).

-Al-Noor 24:51-54

The verses that encourage one to follow the Book and the Sunnah 
and com m and with it are extrem ely num erous. Likewise, the ahadlth 
o f  the M essenger o f  Allah are numerous. A m ong those

ahadlth is what has been authenticated in SahTh Muslim. The Prophet 

said during his farewell pilgrim age:

,  , 0 o £ , „ ,  
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I have left behind you that which i f  you cling to it you will never 
go astray after that: the Book o f  Allah.-3

It has been authenticated from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 

pleased with him, that the Prophet, said:

aLl <.. '1 ;l  a q  i La L oA A xj I j L j a j  j j
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I have left you with two things, you will not go astray after these 
two things i f  you adhere to them: the Book o f  Allah and my 
Sunnah. These two will not separate until they return to me at 
the pond. 34

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said concerning the 
statem ent o f  Allah, the Perfect and Most High:

Whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go astray, nor fa ll 
into distress and misery.

-Ta-Ha 20:123

Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has guaranteed fo r  the one who 
recites the Qur an and follows what it entails that he will not go 
astray in this world, and he will not be miserable in the next.33

Thus, adhering to the Book and the Sunnah is obligatory. It is 
obligatory upon those who call to Allah, the Perfect and M ost High,

53 Related by M uslim  # 1 2 1 8  from  a had lth  o f Jabir Ibn ‘Abd Allah.

54 Related by al-H akim  in al-M ustadrak  1 /1 7 2  artic le  319; an d  au th en tica te d  by al-Albanl in

Sahlh a l-Jam f #5248 .

55 Ibn Jarir, Jami al-Bayan 1 8 /3 8 9 .
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to give this m atter great im portance and to place it at the forefront. 
There are some callers -  unfortunately -  who put their desires and 
opinions before the Book o f  Allah and the Sunnah o f  His M essenger 

ivf>. They call these desires ‘op in ions’ to try to free 

them selves from blame, but the nam e they give it does not avail them 
in front o f  Allah at all, because the nam e does not change the reality.

There are those who place the “interest o f  the D aw ah” in conflict 
with the Book and the Sunnah, thus they put what they believe 
benefits the Dawah before the text o f  the Book and the Sunnah. They 
are those who have gone astray.

They invent lies and attach accusations against the scholars who 
oppose them and expose their falsehood, because in their estimation 
this benefits the Dawah.

They do not consider the statem ent o f  Allah,

Those who annoy believing men and women undeservedly, bear 
on themselves the crime o f  slander and plain sin.

-Al-Alizab 33:58

They do not give this verse any consideration, because in their 
estim ation that which benefits the D a'w ah is given precedence. This 
is a clear mistake and an obvious m isguidance. Those who apply this 
deception must repent to Allah, the Perfect and M ost High, and 
return to Him in obedience, for surely that which they are upon is 
clear m isguidance and an evil crime. This is w hat the sa laf warned 
against. And this is propagating the people o f  desires who the salaf 
opposed. There is a war and a conflict between them and the salaf, 
until Allah brings about His aid for Ahl al-Sunnah and refutes their 
falsehood. And all praise is due to Allah for His virtue and favor.
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Abu Hurayrah, J I n a r r a t e d :

When it was revealed to the Messenger o f  Allah, '■ ‘To 
Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the 
Earth, and whether you disclose what is in your ownselves or 
conceal it, Allah will call you to account fo r  it, ’the Companions 

o f  Messenger o f  Allah, fe lt  it hard and difficult. They

came to the Messenger o f  Allah, and sat down on
their knees and said: ‘O Messenger o f  Allah, we were assigned 
some duties which were within our power to perform, such as 
prayer, fasting, jihad, and charity>. Then this Verse was revealed 
to you and it is beyond our power to live up to it. ’

The Messenger o f  Allah, , said: Do you want to say
what the people o f  the tw o Books (Jews and Christians) said  
before you: 'We hear and we disobey ’? You should say: 'We 
hear and we obey, we seek forgiveness, our Lord and unto You 
is the return. ’ So, they said: ‘ We hear and we obey, we ask Your 
forgiveness, our Lord, and unto You is the return.'

When the people recited it and it smoothly flow ed on their 
tongues, then Allah revealed immediately afterwards: 'Allah 
burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward fo r  that 
(good) which he has earned, and he is punished for that (evil) 
which he has earned. '51

Thus, Allah, has made judging by the Book and the
Sunnah a relief from every stress and an exit from every hardship.

And it is incumbent for those who criticize the governm ents for 
ruling by m an-m ade laws to know that they also rule by other than 
what Allah sent down in their interactions and dealings. I am not

57 R elated by M uslim  # 1 2 5  from  a had lth  o f Abu H urayrah.
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saying they rule by other than what Allah sent down in all their 
affairs, but I would not be exaggerating to say they do so in most o f  
their affairs. Thus, fear Allah and take yourselves to account before 
you are taken to account.

And with Allah lies all success. May Allah raise the mention o f  
our Prophet M uhammad and bless him, his family, and his 
companions.
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